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ADVERTISEMENT. 
— aw thinks i it neceltthy to de- 
1 clare, that he does not Exhibit the 


following Eſſay, as a full Diſcuſſion of this 
Doctrine. He had no Inclination to take 


upon himſelf the Defence of metaphy fical 
Advocates, or the Confutation of unſcrip- 

_ *tural Objectors. Whatever Praiſe his Me- 
diocrity may deſerve, he can affirm in the 
Sincerity of his Heart, that he owes no 
Obligations to any Treatiſe on the Sub- 


ject, except that of the Biſhop of Carliſſe. 


Me lively Oracles of God, and this learned 


Prelate, he has conſulted without Re- 
ſerve; diſclaiming alike an undiſtin- 


guiſhing Attachment to the Authority of 


the one, and an implicit ſuperſtitious Ve- 
neration for the * of the other. 
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AN 


E S 8 A V. . 


INCE the Days of our Mortality, few and evil 
as they are, diſplay little more than one fluctua- 
ting Scene of diverſified Calamity; it is truly de- 
plorable, that Men ſhould multiply and aggravate 
their Sorrows by their own Perverſity. Diſſatisfac- 


tion, Perplexity, and Diſappointment are interwoven 


by the merciful Adjuſtment of unerring Wiſdom, 
with every Purſuit and every Enjoyment here: but 


an unſuſpicious Reciprocation of Confidence, Eſteem, 
and Service would in Part remove the Preſſure of 
Affliction; and eaſe the inevitable Diſquietudes of 
Life, without ſome: Alleviation too heavy to be 


borne. Surely then it is our Intereſt, it is our Duty, 
to give every ſocial Propenſity it's full Exertion : 5 


and to pour out all the Balm of our Affection on 

thoſe Wounds, which the tendereſt Sympathy and 

the molt officious ht may mollify indeed, but 
air neee eur,. | 


The Deſire of Truth is congenial with our very 


Nature, and ſtrikes, as it were, in Uniſon with the 


B human 


| 4 
human Mind. Truth is the profeſſed Object of 
every Enquiry, and the only Fruit diſintereſted Ge- 
nius expects to gather from the moſt unremitting 
Labour and the moſt refined Speculation. Though 
She, like the Sun in the Firmament, blaze forth 
with meridian Luſtre, Mankind deſeries her only 
in eclipſed Majeſty. Now the Eyes of our Under. 
ſtanding are ſuffuſed by the Clouds of Self- Con- 
ceitz and now the Obliquity of Prepoſſeſſion 
thwarts, or W our View. 


Error is, onen the involuntary Offspring of 
terreſtrial Imperfection. Yet how many, as if them- 
ſelves never fell ſhort of Certainty itſelf, purſue the 
Detection of other's Failings with Acrimony, Ridi- 
eule, and Infult ! By the Virulence of mutual Recri- 
mination, they embitter that Infelicity which unavoi- 
dably reſults from native Ignorance, or Diverſity of 
Apprehenſion; and for implacable Animoſity alas! 
too often exchange that Benevolence which would 
.make them \ app 7 


0 I 


— — oh xe3 ured 
Tor ov araganrinow o reß Kopoy EAYE EN. 8. 


But, God forbid ! that we who are engaged in 
one common Cauſe, and are called alike by the 
Name of Chriſt; God forbid ! that we ſhould 


cheriſh the Seeds of Rancour and Malignity within 
, | | : | our 


1 
our Breaſts, No; let us hold faſt without wavering, 


the eſſential and characteriſtic Badge of our Profei- 


fion, and adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
Things. Let us not judge according to the Appearance; 
but, remembering what Spirit ue are of, judge 
righteous Judgement. Let us examine at leaſt theſe 
ſacred and ſolemn Themes, for our own Sakes, with 
the Caution of ſcrupulous Sincerity, and the Sim- 
plicity of Chriſtian Love. Be not deceived; God is 


not mocked : what a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 


That the Soul after it's Diſſolution continues in a 
State of ſeparate and independant Exiſtence 'till the 
Reſurrection, is a Doctrine which, behind the dark 
Veil Preſcription had drawn over it,“ long held a 
ſecure and unconteſted Uſurpation in the Church of 
Chriſt, And no ſooner were theſe Pretenſions exa- 
mined at the Bar of Controverſy, than the undifcern- 
ing Zeal of ſyſtematical Attachment and the cold 


Timidity of Superſtition, aided by Arguments more 


plauſible than juſt, more calculated at beſt to impoſe 
Silence than impreſs Conviction, aroſe and united in 
their Vindication, Unhappily for Man and the 
Cauſe of Truth, Prejudice Pride and the pitiful 
Conſiderations of Policy and Intereſt, can benumb 
the Senſibility of Conſcience, infatuate and diſtort 
the Underſtanding, and apologize for Infincerity ! 


* Moſh, Eccl. Hiſt. Cent. ii. C. 3. Part 2. 


B 2 The 


OD 
The Obſervations I have to offer on this Head are 
few, and almoſt ſuperſeded by the ample and ſatisfac- 
tory Diſquiſition of the Biſhop of Carliſle. I flatter 
myſelf however, that no Effort which contributes 
in the leaſt Degree to the Elucidation of this ſtu- 
pendous Subject, can be juſtly deemed unſeaſonable, 
or unimportant. I was actuated, moreover, by 
an additional Incitement. The Interpretation of 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture which were urged with 
ſuch an Air of Triumph and Security in Favour of 
the old Opinion, ſeemed to have received in general 
an unjuſtifiable, or inadequate Confutation: and, on 
the other Hand, ſome which plead forcibly in Oppoſi- 
tion to it, have never been advanced at all, or not 
enough inſiſted on. My Reflections, unworthy as 
they are, I freely reſign to the Diſcuſſion of the 
candid and intelligent: attentive alike from Humi- 
lity and the Inexperience of Youth, to the Suggeſ- 
tions of undeſigning and diſpaſſionate Inſtruction; 
and ever ready to relinquiſh any unjuſtifiable 
Opinion without Pain and without Reluctance, 


With no paſſive Devotion to any Hypotheſis 
whatſoever, no End in View but the Inveſtigation and 
Advancement of Truth alone; the Cenſure and the 
Praiſe of Bigotry, that ignoble Degradation of in- 
tellectual Dignity and Reproach of our Ws. 1 
equally diſclaim: 

Effugimus ſcopulos Ichacæ, Laertia regna, 
Et terram altricem ſævi execramur Ulyſſis. 


Un- | 


. 
Unwarrantable Preconceptions and the TFenets of 
precipitate Credulity, are ever defended with the 

moſt illiberal Outrage, and retained with the 
moſt unrelenting Inflexibility. We cannot won- 


der if they demur at every Appeal to that Judicature, 


to which the * ſober- minded Enquirer thinks every 
Cauſe amenable; and which he owns to be at once 
his Guide, his Judge, and his Authority, 


1. It appears, I apprehend, highly probable from 
ſeveral Conſiderations, that the divine Hiſtorian in 
his Relation of the Fall of Man, makes ule of the 
very Expreſſions of God himſelf. In aying thou foalt 
die: (that is, Thou ſhalt + ſurcly die) ſays the Scrip- 
ture. Words how awful, and yet how ſimple and 
explicit What could our firſt Parent underſtand 
by this Denunciation ? Surely Nothing but a Diffo- 
lution to that State from which he had 1o lately been 


* Acts xxvi. 25. 

+ I cannot but think the Phraſe nwn mn, properly ſo ren- 
dered, and not, Thou ſhalt zzzerly die: contrary to the Sug- 
geſtions of the very learned Prelate above-mentioned. His 
Lordſhip's firſt Reference Gen. xxxvii. 33. is ſomewhat unfortu- 
nate: the Similarity of the ſecond Ex. xx1. 19. is more plauſi- 
ble, but ſtill indefinite. Inſtances, no Doubt, might be pro- 
duced, which would countenance that Interpretation; but what 


we ſhould gain thereby, I confeſſedly cannot diſcover. Ihe 


Repetition rather enforces the Certainty than the Degree cf his 
Puniſhment. And, for that ( Gen. x11. 32.) the Dream was doulled 
unto Pharaoh tauice, it is becauſe the Thing is eflallijied (or de- 
termined, ps) by Ged,-- See likewiſe 1. Sam. xiv. 39. 
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raiſed into Exiſtence—a Relapſe to that Earth, 
whereof he was originally formed: Duſt thou art, end 
to Duſt ſhalt thou return. —His candid Simplicity 
would not curiouſly ſearch for any myſterious Im- 


plication in ſuch expreſſive Language. No: Adam 


at leaſt was wholly unpractiſed in the Embarraſſ- 


ments of metaphyſical Diſtinction; and wiſe only in 
this Reſpect, that he poſſeſſed all the Knowledge, 


the unvaried TI enour of his Situation and the Uni- 
formity of his Exigencies could poſſibly require. 
Let us allow the Apprehenſions of the firſt Man to 
have been ſingle and uncorrupt. Let it ſuffice that 
After-Ages were diſingenuous enough to ſubtilize 
the Solidity of Scripture-Truth by the Operations 
of deſigning Policy, and the Theories of viſionary 
Science, faljely ſo called. Their inauſpicious Influ- 


ence contributed too much of itſelf alas] to blight 


the genial Bloſſoms and intercept the Fruit of the 


Tree of Life. 


In the New-Teſtament we ſee the Plan of our 


Redemption deciphered in diſtinct and intelligible 


Characters, If the entire Defign be enveloped in Ob- 
ſcurity, the Outlines are ſufficiently plain at leaſt for 


our Information in every Particular that pertains un- 
10 Life and Godlineſs, From this Fountain, therefore, 


of cæleſtial Inſtruction, we may draw our Argu- 
ments with greater Security and Succeſs ; and adapt 
them 


„ 


them to our Purpoſe by a more unexceptionable Ap- 
plication. 


EII wupolvais reptivars, 
Ex Awrivaus Te Toicus 
. Fropioag, NN Tpotives 
'O Epus xirwe dicas 
"Yip dux ©” Tanypu, 
Miho por dimnoveirs 
Trox & dual dp ola, 
Bior & Tpexa nvAiges* ; 
*Okiyn d xaovuegs 

Kevicy ost Auferruy, 
Sap the voluptuous Anacreon.—III- fated Bard ! on 
the twilight Darkneſs of thy bewildered Underſtand- 
ing no Sun of Righteouſneſs had dawned : no Day- 
Star had yet ariſen on that black Horizon]! Thine 
Eye effayed with ineffectual Anxiety to pierce the 
Veil of an impenetrable Gloom. Thy Mind, un- 
_ enlightened and without Reſource, recoiled upon 
itſelf in Anguiſh and Deſpair. . It could find no 
Reſt from that penſive Diſquietude which revived 
at every Reflection, but in the oblivious Blandiſh- 
ments of Pleaſure and Senſuality, * Eligible Al- 
ternative! if, when this tranſitory Scene darkens 
upon us and goes out, we lie down in Silence, and 
come utterly to an end for evermore.— I there be no Re- 


* Vide Athenag. de Res. p. 256. Ed. Ox. -- 
ſurrection 
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furrefion of the dead, ſays the great and eloquent 
Apoſtle ; if in this Life only we have Hope in Chriſt 
and our Expectations reach not beyond the Grave, 
we Chriſtians are of all Men the moſt miſerable. Why 
are we made, if our Faith be vain, a Spectacle to 
the World, to Angels, and to Men? Why are we 
thus expoſed to Tribulation and Diſtreſs, to Hun- 
ger and Thirſt, to Cold and Nakedneſs to Perſecu- 
tion and the Sword? Let us eat and arink, for to- 
morrow we die. 


F the Death denounced againſt Adam implied 4 
Condemnation to eternal Puniſhment, and Chriſt 
had never died for Man's Tranſgreſſion, even a 
Life of the moſt active Benevolence and invariable 
Purity (if we may believe St. Paul) would avail us 
nothing. One Event would happen to us all: Virtue 
and Vice, Guilt and Innocence be doomed alike to 
an equal Participation of everlaſting Torment.—A 
Conſequence, altogether repugnant to every Notion 
we can form of that impartial Lawgiver, who is 
loving unto every Man, and whoſe Mercy is over all his 
Forks. A Conſequence ſo ſhocking in itſelf, that 
the bare Recital, though intended only to ſhew its 
——— makes one al out with Moſes, rg 


£1446 2 Nc tTpop Or. 


If that Penalty were Annihilation only, the Apoſ- 
tle's Argumentation 1s at once convincing and con- 
cluſive 


( 13 9 
cluſive ; and entirely agreeable, as we have already 
ſeen, to the ſpontaneous Suggeſtions of uncorrupted 
Nature. | Cd e 


* 


OUR Saviour gave himſelf up, a vicarious Obla- 


lation, for the Sins of Mankind; and ſuffered in 


the Form of Man that Death, which his Forefather's 
Diſobedience had incurred. It muſt neceſſarily fol- 


low therefore, that his Abode in the Grave was a 


State of Inſenſibility. The very Mention of the 
other Alternative would be monſtrous and profane. 


2. Our bleſſed Lord in“ prefiguring his own 
Death and Reſurrection, and S. Paul in + filencing 
the Cavils of his diſputatious Enquirer, inſtance in 
a Grain of Wheat, - No analogical Repreſentation, 


I preſume, more appoſite can be found in Nature. ; 


The Ground receives the Grain unimpaired in the 
Power of Vegetation; it dies, and unleſs concealed 
longer in the Earth,. becomes unfruitful. Fed by 
the genial Moiſture, 'it riſes to Maturity, and revives 
in a new and more perfect State, —How little Re- 
ſemblance the Grain, in that Situation which inter- 
venes its Concealment and Revival, can poſlibly bear 
to the human Soul invigorated by any intellectual 


Faculty whatſoever, is a Queſtion ſubmitted to the 
Determinationof Impartiality and Common-Senſe,— 


bs John xii. 24. + 1 Cor. xv. 36. 


C I hope 
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1 hope it will not ſeem either impertinent or of- 
tentatious if I here advertiſe the Reader, that the 
Word“ 5ww which fo frequently occurs in the 
Old Teſtament, and is rendered in our Tranſlation, 
Hell, means the Grave, + And be ſaid, My Son fhall 


wat go down with you; for his Brother is dead, and he 
is left alone : if Miſebief befall bim by the Way in which 


Je go, then ſhall ye bring down my 89 * with' Sor- 


row to the Grave. 


. The Apoſtle to the Hebrews argues 5 it was 


expedient an exact Correſpondence ſhould ſubſiſt 


between the Brethren and the Captain of their Sal- 
vation. As He is, ſo are we in this World. In Con- 
formity to this Deſign, He emptied bimſelf of all his 
Glory, came down from Heaven, and foraſmuch ar 
the Children are Partakers of Fleſh and Blaod, himſelf 
likewiſe took Part of the ſame. In the Days of his 
Humiliation, He underwent every Complication of 
Diſtreſs, that could befall the loweſt of the Sons of 
Men. The perſecuting Indignation of an ungrate- 
ful malicious People lay hard upon him, and vexed bim 
with all it's Storms. Friendleſs and forlorn, He wan- 
dered about in Wearineſs and Painfulneſs, and had 
not where to lay his Head. Behold ! Him at length 
ſubmitting, without a Struggle and without a Mur- 
mur, to an ignominious and cruel Death.—1: al 
theſe Things it behoved Him to be made like unto his 


* In the N. T. -- Ade. + Gen xlii. 38. 
Bretbren, 


E103 


Bietbrh; that He mi 12 be a merciful and faithful Hi gh- 
Prieſt, able to ſuccour them that are tempied. From the 
Day of his Crucifixion to that of his Reſurrection, 
(the third incluſive) that Morrality and all its Frail- 
ties might be fully exemplified in Him, his Body 


lay in * the lower Parts of the Earth, the Grave; and 


then, before it ſaw Corruption, roſe in triumph from 

the dead. Concerning our Redeemer in this inter- 
vening Period, the Scriptures are wholly ſilent. But 
undoubtedly, as it beboved Him in all Things 0 be 
made like unto bis Brethren, the Parallel ends not here. 
It is appointed unto Man too once to die, and after that 
the Judgement. As he deſcended into the Chambers 


of the Grave, and there repoſed in Silence and In- 


ſenſibility, ſo ſhall we ; and his Revival is an Farneſt 
of our own. Planted ſhall we be in the Likeneſs 


of his Death, and in the Likeneſs of his Reſurrection 


too. 


The Words of the Apoſtle Paul to the +9 Ml 


zians ſeem to indicate, that the Apprehenſions of 
their Condition after Death overwhelmed them with 


Sorrow and Deſpondency. He exhorts them not 10 
be ſorry, as Men without Hope; but to repoſe an unre- 


ſerved Confidence on the Mercies of God, who had 
raiſed from the dead his Son Chrift Jeſus, and would 
raiſe up all them likewiſe who ſhould ſleep in Him. 
T hoſe that remain alive, continues the Apoſtle, at the 


* Eph. iv. g.---PL. ili. 10. f 1 Theff. iv. 13. 


C2 | Coming 
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Coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent thoſe that are 
aſleep ; though their Change be inſtantaneous, in a 
Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye. They too, 
who have been long depoſited in the Land where all 
Things are forgotten, ſhall be caught up, at the ſame 
Time, together with them in the Clouds of Heaven.' 
—So far, we ſee, were theſe primitive Chriſtians 
who had drunken of the Fountain of Evangelical 
Truth in it's unmingled Purity, from entertaining 
the leaſt Suſpicion of any diſtinct, intermediate State, 
that they ſeem to have imagined the Reſtitution of 
thoſe who were alive, would be the it in Order. 


The correſponding Anſwers to that two fold 


Queſtion, and the Queſtion itſelf, * Why are the 


dead raiſed up? And with what Body do they come? up- 
on the Suppoſition of an intermediate State of Exiſ- 
tence, are utterly inexplicable and inconſiſtent. And 
a Paſſage like this, where the Apoſtle treats profeſſedly 
of Death and the Reſurrection, carries with it far 
more Authority and Conviction, than any detached 
Text whatſoever. - The Meaning of ſuch muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be more precarious and unſatisfactory, be- 
cauſe leſs ſuſceptible of an unalienable Limitation. 


Such are the Arguments which, for the Confirma- 
tion of this Opinion, I thought proper to ſelect 


1 Cor. xv. 35. 


from 


„ 


from that Variety ſo profuſely ſcattered in the ſacred 
Writings: Placed in this Light, if they appear un- 
deciſive, let their own intrinſic Superiority be their 
only Advocate, View them in their native un- 
broken Luſtre, not through the opaque Medium of 
this inadequate Examination, Then, pernaps, the 
ingenuous and unpreſuming Reader will FIT 
without Heſitation in theſe Deductions : 


1ſt. 7. "ny Urtter Extinction, or Annihilation was 
the Penalty incurred by Adam's Diſobed: ence, and 
thereby entailed on his Poſterity : 


2d. That, Man from his Diſſolution to the Re- 
ſurrection ſleeps in the Grave, inactive, inſenſible, 
inexiſtent; alive only in the Hands of his Creator, 
who is able to keep that Late which is committed to Him, 
againſt the Day of Chriſt : * we are, and to Duſt 
fall we return. 


Nothing now remains to be done, but the Confu. 
tation of ſome Object ions uſually alledged againſt 
this Doctrine. The only Paſſages which have any | 
plauſible Claim to be conſidered as ſuch, are the 
ein; 


iſt. Saul and the Witch of Endor. 1 Sam. vi. 28. 
2d. A Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me 


have. Luke xxiv. 39. 
a 


(08: 3 


3d. V 1 T ſay unto thee, To-day alt thou be with 
me in Paradiſe. Luke xxiii. 32. 


Theſe, we muſt ingenuouſly allow, ſpeak directly 


to the Purpoſe ; and are withal fo explicit, that 


unleſs they will, admit of a fair and concluſive Ex- 


planation, different from what hath been commonly 
received, we mult give up the Queſtion, 


iſt. That this was mere ly a ſuperſtitious Illuſion 
upon Saul, as Le Clerc ſuppoſes, is a ſtrange Con- 


cluſion; which a deliberate Review of the Hiſtory 


itſelf will alone ſufficiently diſprove. The Narra- 
tion bears not in any Part the lighteſt Veſtige of 
Impoſture; but diſplays, as clearly as any Relation 
can, the characteriſtic Evidence of Truth and Sober- 


_ neſs. Was it not rather a viſionary Artifice of that 


evil Spirit, interpoſing with his Hing Wonders and 
cunning Craſtineſs, whereby he lies in wait to deceive ® 
Beſides that incontrovertible Inſtance of Pharaoh's 
Magicians, to what Purpoſe ſerve all thoſe Com- 
mands and Reſtrictions in the Old-Teftament re- 
ſpecting the Agency of ſuch Beings, and thoſe Re- 
probations in the New to the ſame Effect, if ſuch 
* Power were not permitted them ?—The Dealings 
of the moſt High with his Creatures, are regulated 
by uniform and conſiſtent Laws, When the firſt 


* See Acts xvi. 16. 
Symptoms 


* reren 6 
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Se of Ns and Diſtruſt appear, and 
the inceſſant Remonſtrances of the Monitor within 
are diſregarded : when He hath caſt out the unclear 
Spirit, and they {till reject the repeated and impor- 
tunate Invitations of his Mercy with a reſolute Con- 
tempt — ſtill hardened, ſtill inexorable—He ſuffereth 
ſeven other Spirits more wicked than the former to enter 
in and dwell there ; and the laſt State of that Man is worſe 
than the firſt. The Tranſition is made by an eaſy 
and natural Gradation : Laſciviouſne/s, Idolatry, 
Witcbraft. If this Explication be ſatisfactory, 
may we not infer that the Notion of a ſeparate Ex- 
iſtence, upon which Foundation the Practice of Ne- 
cromancy reſted, and ſuch abominable Superſtitions 
have been fince erected, was itſelf a Suggeſtion of 
ſeducing Spirits, and a Doctrine of Devils? 


2d. I cannot without Difficulty perſuade myſelf 
that our Saviour here alluded to the current Notion 
of Apparitions : though ſeveral Paſſages in the Goſ- 
pel-Hiſtory make it more than probable, that the 
| Apoſtles had by no Means eſcaped this popular In- 
fection. Would not ſuch an Argument from their 
Lord and Maſter, have conveyed at leaſt a tacit 
Acquieſcence in their chimerical Deluſion? We 
know that to particular Perſons, Angels have“ ſome- 


Luke i. 11. Acts v. 19 and xii. 7. &c. 5 
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times been commiſſioned: to appear: fo Manifeſts- 


tions of that Nature Jus "_ pany allude. 


2d. + How could To. day mean the Day of his 
Crucifixion ? The third Day after this, Jeſus ſaith 
unto Mary, Touch me not; for J am not yet aſcended 
to my Father. The final Interpretation therefore, 
is contradictory, and holds out it's own Confutation. 


And we may ſafely affirm, that this Text can be 


conſiſtently and without Violence adjuſted to our 
Hypotheſis alone. Then that Interval between 
Death and the Reſurrection is actually evaneſcent: 
minds ille did jam non erit, ex hodierno 
Lumine qui finem vitäi fecit; et ille, 
Menſibus atq; annis qui multis occidit ante. 
Or in the thrilling Sublimity of Scripture Language, 


formed throughout by a happy and unexampled 


Union of Energy, Conciſeneſs, Simplicity; and 


Magnificence : One Day will be as a thouſand Years 


and a thouſand Years, as one Day. And it muſt be 
obſerved, by this ſingle Accommodation may moſt 
of the apparent Contradictions relative to this Dos 
trine, be effectually reconciled, 8 


+ That Paradi/e cannot mean the Place of departed Souls, has 
been I hope already proved; and is abundantly evident from 


other Conſiderations. 


I have taken no Notice of the Change of Punctuation by 


which this Paſſage has been explained. As I cannot approve 
it, ſo it is but an Evaſion at beſt, 


The 
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The natural Immortality of the Soul, therefore, 
and it's effential Independence on the Body, is an 
unſcriptural Preſumption and an idle Dream. Our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the chief Shepherd and 
Biſbop of our Souls, by one all-ſufficient Propitiation 
hath overthrown Death's Empire, and diſarmed him 
of all his Terrors. O! Philoſophy, no longer the 
Inſtructor and the Guide of Man! how is thy 
Glimmer loſt in the meridian Effulgence of that Sun 
of Righteouſneſs which hath brought Life and Immorta- 
ity to Light, through the Goſpel! This celebrated 
Subject, thy Glory and thy Delight; which hath 
ſo often entertained the ſilent Hour of Meditation; 


and could throw round the Gloom that involved the 


Athenian Sage in his dying Moments, a Ray of 
Comfort and Exultation: this fond conſolatory 


Theme of the penſive, the virtuous, and the wiſe, 


in every Nation and in every Age; as a logical De- 


duction from the Qualities of an immaterial, indivi- 


ſible, thinking, unextended Subſtance, or an Infe- 


\ rence from the Analogy of Nature, is a mere chi- 


merical Non-Entity, the momentary Offspring of 
Fancy and Speculation, Uſeful, indeed, in theſe 


Reſpects hath this viſionary Doctrine been, that it 


dictates an humiliating Leſſon of Rebuke to the 
Pride of unaſſiſted Reaſon, and remains a venerable 
Monument of human Frailty. Whatever it might 
be, that could lend ſuch Confidence to the Precepts 


of the Grecian Sage, and could inſpire the Roman 
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Patriot 1 ſuch unſnaken Fortitude in the Day of 
Tribulation ; on the Father of Spirits alone, who 
breathed into our Noſtrils the Breath of this pre- 
ſent Life, not on the Staff of a bruiſed Reed, the Soul 
and it's illuſory ideal Properties, muſt we rely for 
our Renewal in another. In the all-diſpoſing Hand 
of his Providence are the Iſſues of Life and Death. 

The Body ſhall return to the Earth as it was, and all 
it's Thoughts ſhall periſh ; but e Spirit ſhall return 
unto God who gave it. Though every Faculty of 
this vital Frame be utterly deſtroyed, we ſhall be 
{till alive to our Creator; who quickeneth the dead, 
and calleth thoſe Things which are nat, as though they 
were. As far as we transfer our Hopes to any other 
Principle, ſo far do we renounce our Allegiance to 
Him, and ſubſtitute an Idol of our own ; as far as 
we withdraw any Efficacy from the Merits of our 
Redeemer, ſo far do we evacuate the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
we crucify to ourſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
bim to an open Shame. Unleſs He had reſtored us, 
Death had been our natural and inevitable Portion. 
All they that go down into the Duſt ſhall kneel before 
bim; and no Man hath quickened his own Soul. 


But O! Thou High and Lofty One, that inbabiteſt 
Eternity! how can we, frail and ſinful, ineloquent 
and blind, of a flow Mouth and of a flow Tongue; 
how can we preſume to lift up ſo much as our 
Eyes to Heaven, and attempt to declare thy praiſe} 


It 


( 25 ) 


If no Tongue of Man or of Angel be able to expreſs 


worthily that Gratitude which fills and inflames our 
Hearts ; how diſproportioned muſt our Tribute of 


Thankſgiving be, how inadequate any Acknow-' 


ledgement we can make, to the Meaſure of thy 


manifold and ſtupendous Mercies ! Look down 


then, O! God of all Conſolation! we moſt humbly 
and earneſtly entreat thee; look down on the In- 


firmity of thy Servants with a pitiful and indul- 


gent Eye. Thou needeſt not that we ſhould tell 
thee of our Weakneſs; Thou knoweſt all Things, 
and canſt judge of our Sincerity : but think whereof 
awe are made—remember that we are but Duſt ! Thou 
who ſparedſt not thine own Son, but for the Sins 


of Man that is a Worm, gaveſt up to Death, even 


the Death of the Croſs, that Lord of Life and 
Glory freely give us all Things! After the 
few Days and Nights we have to paſs in this 
Wilderneſs, ſo full of Darkneſs and cruel Habitations, 
let thy mighty Power tranſlate us to the heavenly 
Canaan, whither our Forerunner is already entered; 
to the Regions of uninterrupted and eternal Peace : 


and change the periſhable Garments of this fleſhly 
and into Robes of Glory 459 


Attend, Ye thoughtleſs and profane! attend, and 


tremble! Thrice happy, if ye will know, even ye, in 


this your Day, the Things which belong unto your Peace! 


That Day alas! ſpeedily rolls on; and the Night 
cometh, when no Man can work, Beat down that 
D 2 Pride 


( 24 ) 

Pride and Nauphtineſs of Heart, that contemptuous 
Diſdain and ſelf-raught Arrogance, which fruſtrate 
the conciliatory Mediation of a merciful Redeemer, 
reſiſt the Inſinuations of an interceding Spirit, and 
deny the ſuperintending Providence of that Father 
who giveth you, without upbraiding, Life, and Breath, 
and all Things. Throw off theſe unbecoming and 
unfruitful Vanities z and, in their Room, put on the 
Aﬀections of profound Humility and unpreſuming 
Meekneis: at once your Ornament and your great 
Reward. Such a Diſpoſition would be no Diſparage- 
ment to the wiſeſt and moſt illuſtrious of the Sons 
of Men. Even He, whom the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain, ſets you an Example of unſpeakable 
Condeſcenſion; vouchſafing to take up his lowly 
Habitation with him that is of a contrite and bumble 
Spirit, What if you irreverently exalt yourſelves 
before Him? What if you diſclaim his Laws, and 
ſcoff at his Authority? The dim undiſtinguiſhing * 
Eye of Man indeed, bright Accompliſhments may 
dazzle, and the Gloze of external Artifice deceive : 
but the Lord looketh on the Heart. The Devices of 
Mortality are of no Conſideration in his Sight: the 
Strength of this World is Weakneſs with Him, and 
it's Wiſdom, Folly. Though lifted up on the airy 
Heights Vain-Glory has erected, and aided by the 
whole Armour of Scepticiſm and Irreligion, you 
aſſail his Throne with gigantic Outrage, and fondly 
imagine it's Foundations ſhake ; He ſitteth undiſ- 
turbed and hath you in Deriſion. ho maketh the 
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dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or the Mind? Hath not He, 
the Lord? 


We, alas! are fallen on evil Days and evil 
T ongues. Infidelity now, unawed by the Suggel- 
tions of common Decency, and unreſtrained by Au- 
thority, is no longer ſtudious to keep on the Maſk 
of Diſſimulation and Chicane : like the Peſtilence, 
walketh in Darkneſs ; and like the Sickneſs, deftroyeth in 
the Noon-Day. We have ſeen ſome of the moſt cxu- 
berant Genius and profound. Erudition, formed at 
once to dignify and inſtruct Mankind, proſtitute by 
an unaccountable Perverſity this high Prerogative to 
the worſt of Purpoſes. Surmiſes, in their Original 
perhaps the accidental Intimations of innocent and 
even laudable Enquiry, foſtered by Vanity and 
Oſtentation, and purſued with a Curioſity quick- 
ened by Succeſs, but no longer guiltleſs; ſoon grow 
into unreaſonable Cavil, and fix in eſtabliſhed Prin- 
ciples of Action. But wo ! unto them that are wiſe in 
their own Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight God, 
whoſe Appeals are only made to the docile and diſin- 
| tereſted Heart, after a long probationary Courſe of 
Importunity and Forbearance, gave them over to a 
reprobate Inſenſibility. Obdurate, ſelf-wilbd, in- 
exorable, they entered on the dark pathleſs Wild of 
Eternity, without one Beam of Hope to exhilarate 
and light them on their Way, with Fortitude and 
Unconcern. O! that we may be wiſe in Time 
that we may think on theſe Things ! leſt we too lie down 
in the Sleep of Death, unterrified and unſuſpecting; 


but 


but awake up in the Morning of the Reſurrection 
with Confuſion and Diſmay ! 


To conclude. This Subject ſhould have paſſed - 
= by me for ever unregarded, did I not think it ſug- 

1 geſted the moſt powerful Incitements imaginable to 

' a religious Life, The Meaſure of every literary 
Excellence (in Theology at leaſt,) is it's Utility. 
29 Without this eſſential and indiſpenſible Ingredient, 

| Sublimity of Thought is but ſtriking Infignificance ; 

|! Accuracy of Arrangement, but ſuperfluous Solici- 

bl 6 tude; and Magnificence of Language, a tinſel De- 
114 coration. To the Glory of God and the Edifica- 

; tion of my Fellow-Creatures, will I, under the 
Guidance of his preventing Grace, confine and con- 

y ſecrate my future Labours. Gd forbid that I ſhould 

| glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; by 

; whom the World is crucified unto me, and I unto the 

| 1 Werld. Perhaps it will be no trifling Service to have 85 
reſcued ſome from the gloomy Bondage of a fooliſh 
and hurtful Error ; the Parent of fo many and ſo 
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If any Thing here 8 have the leaſt Ten- 
dency to promote ſuch a ſalutary End, I ſhall not 
£Z 3 deem my Time and Endeavours miſapplied ; but 
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| the Retroſpect muſt ever fill me with Complacency 
. and Satisfaction. 
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Nor let Sin and Infidelity think themſelves 8 

as if the Day of Retribution were now procraſtinat- 
ed. Let them reflect rather that the dark and bot- 
tomleſs Gulf of Eternity yawns below; that the 
Thread of Life alone ſuſpends them, which Age 
will certainly untie, Diſeaſe or caſual Calamity may 
this Minute burſt for ever. But above all, let 
them deliberately weigh this tremendous 'Truth: 
that in one Moment they cloſe their Eyes on this 
Scene, and in the next are rouſed by the Archan- 


gel's Trump to an everlaſting and unalterable 
Doom . 


There will be no Reaſon then, for that Averſion 
to what is called Singularity and Innovation, to 
exert itſelf on this Occaſion in ſullen Superciliouſ- 
neſs or malevolent Reproach; the uſual Ebullitions 
of ignorant Prejudice and untempered Zeal. Con- 
ſcious Integrity receives no Impreſſion from Attacks 
as impotent as they are ungenerous. The Diſgrace 
will redound on the Authors themſelves, not on the 
Objects of their unchriſtian Cenſure. We ſhall 
look with a Mixture of Piry (which they deſerve 
not, but we * muſt feel) and of Indignation (which 
the Meekneſs of Chriſtianity itſelf cannot entirely 


ſ uppreſs) on theſe raging Waves of the Sea, foaming 
out their own ' Shame. Methinks, were we to reflect 
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hr þoflibly: find ourſelves more d 
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